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for restoring tranquillity to North America, not from any
absurd ideas of unconditional submission, tvhich my mind
never harboured, but from foreseeing that whatever can
be proposed will be liable not to bring America back to
her attachment, but to dissatisfy this country, which so
cheerfully and handsomely carried on the contest, and has
a right to have the struggle continued until convinced
that it is vain. Perhaps this is the minute that you ought
to be least in hurry to produce a plan, for every letter
from France adds to the probability^ a speedy declara-
tion of war. Should that happen, it might be wise to
withdraw the troops from the revolted provinces, and
having strengthened Canada, &c., to make war on the
French and Spanish islands. Success in that object will
repay our exertions, and this country having had its
attention diverted to a fresh object would be in a better
temper to subscribe to such terms as administration might
oiFer to America.

I do not mean to reject all idea, if a foreign war should
not arise this Session, of laying a proposition before Par-
liament.

February 2. 1778.

THOUGH Lord Chatham's name, which was always his
greatest merit, is undoubtedly not so great as formerly,
yet it will greatly hurt Lord Eockingham's party with
many factious persons to see that he disavows as unjusti-
fiable the lengths they would go in favour of America,
and will therefore prove a fortunate event to the intro-
ducing into Parliament the proposal you intend to make.

I look on the recall of Sir W. Howe as a measure,
settled; Lord Howe will resign. Yet he must be named!
in the new commission : but* if he comes home, I think
neither General nor Admiral ought, but Peers and Com-
moners from home.

February 5. 1778.

IN talking of your plan for opening a negotiation with
America, Lord George Germaine said to me he was con-